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Trapped in the depths of Japanese-held territory, it was rare for Allied prisoners of war to attempt

escape. There was little chance of making contact with anti-guerrilla or underground organisations

and no possibility of Europeans blending in with the local Asian populations. Failure, and recapture,

meant execution. This was what Lieutenant Commander R.B. Goodwin faced when he decided to

escape from the Shamsuipo PoW Camp in Kowloon, Hong Kong in July 1944 after three years of

internment.With no maps and no knowledge of the country or the language, Lieutenant Commander

Goodwin set out across enemy territory and war-torn China. Because of the colour of his skin he

had to travel during the hours of darkness for much of what was an 870-mile journey to reach British

India. Few of his fellow prisoners gave him any chance of succeeding, yet, little more than three

months later, he was being transported to the safety of Calcutta. For his daring and determination

Lieutenant Commander Goodwin was awarded the Order of the British Empire.
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Good read



Incredible book by a very good author. You can guess the topic from the title. World War II, as

horrendous as it was, does give those of us who have an interest in military history a lot to read

about. Another very good book based on one man's travails during said conflict. Goodwin was a

New Zealand naval officer who had the bad fortune of being in Hong Kong when the Japanese took

it over. He spent some time in a camp there, but through sheer grit and determination managed to

escape. This is his story. Fantastic command of the English language. Great insight into the war in

China. Also very scathing criticism of Kuomintang and Chaing Kai Shek. If this topic revs your jets

this book is for you. Good read.
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